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Evaluating a Library Collection

Berkeley Public Library Art & Music Collection: Photography Section

Scope of Collection

The Berkeley Public Library’s Art & Music collection houses books, slides, magazines, and music in various format on the subjects of Art, Music and Sports and Recreation.  The collection includes the entire 700s section of the Dewey Decimal System.  The collection contains over 8500 books, monographs, music scores, 8550 Music CDs, 3000 LPs, and 200 magazines, and smaller collections of various other material types.  


The section being evaluated is the Photography collection. This section includes titles in the 77X section, as well as appropriate magazines and serials.  According to an evaluation of these materials in the library’s online catalog, the 77X section in the Central Art & Music collection contains approximately 2000 books and about 10 magazines on photography, techniques and photographers.  It takes 31 rows of shelving to house this section, with six empty shelves for growth. This section is sizeable, but not too large to do an evaluation. 


A majority of the collection falls in the 779 call number section, covering books of photographs. These include photographs on a particular subject or by a particular artist. Of the 31 shelves that house the photography collection, 18 rows contain these books. Other sections cover photography techniques, materials, equipment and various processes. 

Currency of Information

Since the majority of books are books of photography, currency of information for these titles is not as relevant as it might be with a collection of materials on another subject matter.  Photographs themselves are studies as art and historical documentation and therefore are always going to be of interest.  However, the other call number ranges in this collection can get out of date, especially titles on equipment. 

Upon evaluating 15 random books and magazines, the median date of publication is around 1983.  Of the older titles, some were materials on photography techniques for different styles of photography (close-ups, portraits, nature) while others covered graphical techniques and the care and conservation of photographs.  Materials on styles of photography, while they did not contain recent material on digital photography, still could be useful for those using traditional cameras in their photography, and some did not deal with any technical aspects at all, but rather issues of composition and interaction with the subject matter.  The title examined that covered graphical manipulation of photographs was the most out of date, since modern computer software can create the same graphical effects with greater speed and ease.  The magazines examined are current subscriptions with recent issues on display and back issues stored underneath the shelve.

Appropriateness 


The collection of photography books is very appropriate for a medium-sized and well-used library.  Many of the examined books were how-to books that discussed techniques for photographers and artists that would be very useful for those learning photography as a hobby.  Also issues in conserving photography could be of interest to many users of a public library.  As was mentioned earlier, the majority of the titles in the photography collection are books of photographs.  This is what many are looking for when looking for books of photography and seems justified that this is such a large section.  The magazines, too, are user oriented and cover technical aspects as well as some more art-related photography magazines.  It makes sense that more technical information is provided in the form of periodicals where the information presented is the most current, while the majority of the photography books are older.

Circulation and Usage

This is a difficult area to gauge due to the lack of available circulation statistics.  However, in examining the titles’ circulation stamps most seemed to have a decent circulation history.  Many titles circulated at least once every 12-18 months, and some of the ones that hadn’t were either the newer titles or the very old and less relevant ones. Some titles appeared to have slash marks on the inside card sleeve that one could assume is the result of a usage study for reshelving, but it is unclear as to the use.  With the magazines, the most recent issue was not present and therefore presumed to be in use in the library.  Older issues were less used, but additional studies for serials usage would be necessary to evaluate their usage successfully.


Another way of estimating the current circulation of the photography collection is to look at the approximate number of titles on the shelves and compare against the number of records in the collection catalog.  The section has 31 shelves with approximately 40 titles per shelf. That amounts to 1240 items.  According to the catalog, there are approximately 2000 titles in the collection, which would indicate approximately 750 items in circulation or elsewhere in the library.  The estimate seems high, and should not be used except as a best guess until a real usage study can be done.

Physical Condition

The physical condition of the collection varied. Titles that were older have been rebound, and even some of those were coming out of their binding. For the most part, the titles were very well cared for.  Most of the books did have some general wear, such as bent corners and wear on the edges.  Hardcover books that have a sleeve are covered with a plastic covering, which has been torn.  This does seem to have afforded the books some protection for the original sleeve.  A couple of the books were brittle or damaged with paint damage.  Overall the collection was in fairly good condition, but did show signs of a collection that is well used.

Monetary Value


Since many of the books that were examined are older, they would be very difficult to replace. On Amazon.com only four of the examined titles were available, some through authorized affiliates. One of these affiliates charged over three times the list price for one of these titles. Once the items become hard to get, the price could potentially skyrocket.  Many of the books are out of print, and completely unavailable for replacement. Searching Worldwide Books did not find any replacement titles. The magazines, however, were easily found and are available from Amazon.com for significant discounts of up to 75% off list price.  However, the price for individual replacement issues is unknown.


Considering both books and magazines, 7 out of the 15 titles were available for purchase. It would cost $179.10 to replace just these titles. The others are likely irreplaceable.

Maintenance

The section of photography books is very well maintained.  Books are not crowded and are supported by bookends. There seemed to be very few misshelved items of items that have been left elsewhere. The section has designated carts for reshelving items used in the library.  The magazines are neatly piled under the shelf for each magazine and are well kept. Some rows of books could use more support, but there’s adequate room for growth and the area seems weeded and well-maintained.

Popular Readership

The Art and Music section in general is very popular at the Berkeley Public Library. All of the tables were occupied by one or two patrons, with up to a dozen more browsing the shelves. Unfortunately it is impossible to tell who was checking out items, as the circulation desk is o the first floor, while the art and music collection is on the fifth floor.  The atmosphere is welcoming, and the staff plays music over this intercom, which encourages browsing.

Summary/Recommendations


The photography section of the Art & Music Collection is overall very well maintained, weeded and cared for.  Some additional weeding could be done to remove the out of date technical books, but most books were in reasonably good condition and relevant to the user group.  The number of magazine titles were fairly limited and perhaps some investigation could be done to see if additional titles are warranted.  

List of Titles

American photo. New York, NY : Diamandis Communications, c1990-

Beley, Ennis, et al. Picture LA : landmarks of a new generation.[Marina del Rey, Calif.] : Getty Conservation Institute, c1994.

Brooks Johnson, editor. Photography speaks : 150 photographers on their art. New York, N.Y. : Aperture Foundation : [Norfolk, VA] : Chrysler Museum of Art, c2004.

Compañeras de México : women photograph women. [Riverside] : University of California, Riverside, c1990.

Croy, Otto R. Graphic effects by photography. New York, Hastings House [1973]

Evans, Walker. Walker Evans. With an introd. by John Szarkowski. New York, Museum of Modern Art; distributed by New York Graphic Society, Greenwich, Conn. [1971]

Gambee, Robert. Manhattan seascape : waterside views around New York. New York : Hastings House, c1975.

Graham-Brown, Sarah. Images of women : the portrayal of women in photography of

 the Middle East, 1860-1950. New York : Columbia University Press, 1988.

Hattersley, Ralph. Beginner's guide to photographing people. Garden City, N.Y. : Dolphin Books, 1978.

Jacobs, Lou. The secrets of close-up photography. Cincinnati, Ohio : Writer's Digest Books, c1997.

Lyon, Danny. Pictures from the New World. Millerton, N.Y. : Aperture, c1981.

Outdoor photographer. Encino, Calif. : Werner & Werner Corp.,

Photo techniques. Niles, IL : Preston Publications, c1996-

Struk, Janina. Photographing the Holocaust : interpretations of the evidence. London ; New York : I.B. Tauris, 2004.

Yob, Parry C. The Y. O. B. exposure system : precise exposure control in color and black and white. New York : Amphoto, c1980.

References

Amazon.com

http://www.amazon.com

Berkeley Public Library :: Services and Resources :: Art Music Recreation

http://www.berkeleypubliclibrary.org/services_and_resources/art_music_recreation.php
Worldwide Books

http://www.worldwide-artbooks.com
1/1

